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Railroads of New York, Inc. (RONY) opposes the above-referenced legislation that would mﬁm
phase-out the use of creosote in raiiroad applications. Creosote is used by railroads as a W&m&;‘:ﬂ_ﬂ‘uf
preservative to treat wood products that are used in applications including ties, poles and CHALLP
timbers and is a necessary wood treatment product that has no other viable commercial C & § Engincering, [nc.

alternatives. Erdman Anthony

RONY is a statewide association that represents the freight rall industry in New York HDR Enginsering, Tns.
State. RONY's members include four Class | Railroads (CSX, Canadian National, Lo
Canadian Pacific and Norfolk Southern) and 36 short line and regional railroads. Togsther, MoCartity Rail Insurance Managers
these companies employ over 3,700 Individuals and carry nearly 77 million tons of freight RalWorks Trosk S
in 2 million carloads annually statewide. RONY's membership is also supported by dozens ~  Scuthern Tie Exension Railroad Authority
of Associate and Contributing Members which represent a variety of freight reil-related Tartaglia Railroad Services, fnc.
businesses, including material suppliers, contractors, engineers, surveyors and industriai Tectonic Engineering Congultamta

development agencies. Unitrac Railrond Matecials
‘W.J. Riegel Rail Solutions
Creosote has been used in rallroad wood products, and railroad ties in particular, for over Contributing Members

150 years as a means to protect such products from environmental elements. No other A& K Msterials, Ino.
viable non-creosote based wood preservative currently exists in the market. Without Chenango County DA
creosote-treated wood products, railroad ties would deteriorate on an accelerated basis, Cranecsastors, Ine.
potentially endangering the condition of the tracks which could then lead to significant Delaware & Ulster Railroad
safety concemns. Grocamsn-Pedecaen, Ine.

The use of non-wood based products such as concrete and steel are also not viable for ... uourorion s el
railroads to use as railroad ties. Concrete Is prone to cracking, rendering them useless Modjeeki & Mastors, Ino.
when they do crack, and steel is not economically viable as steel ties can cost up to five- Nordoo Ine
times more than wood ties. In addition, concrete or steel ties cannot be used to replace , RailComm, LLC
some ties along a rail line while using wood ties in other parts of the line because of Rhinehart Railroad Construction, Ing.
engineering issues relating to how each material responds to weights upon it differently. e op .
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has thoroughly studied creosote over the years and has
found it to be safe to use in rallroad applications. EPA rules state that products such as creosote must be
supported with a complete scientific analysis and show that they can be used without causing unreasonable
adverse effects to human health or the environment before being approved for usage. Creosote has
undergone rigorous scientific examination through the EPA’s process and is an approved and registered
product that is necessary for the continued safe operation of trains over the NYS rail network.

For these reasons, we respectfully request your opposition to this legislation.



